MOTOR VEHICLE DOCS . FACT SHEET

MOTOR VEHICLE DOCUMENTATION
(Ref: Highway Code, p120-1221 )

Driving licence – You MUST have a valid driving licence for the category of motor vehicle you
are driving. You MUST inform the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) if you change your
name and/or address.
Learners driving a car MUST hold a valid provisional licence. They MUST be
supervised by someone at least 21 years old who holds a full EC/EEA licence for that
type of car (automatic or manual) and has held one for at least three years.
Any vehicle driven by a learner MUST display red L plates. In Wales, either
red D plates, red L plates, or both, can be used. Plates MUST conform to legal
specifications and MUST be clearly visible to others from in front of the vehicle and
from behind. Plates should be removed or covered when not being driven by a
learner (except on driving school vehicles).
Tax Disc
Vehicle Excise Duty (VED). All motor vehicles used or kept on public roads MUST display a valid
Vehicle Excise Duty disc (tax disc) displayed at all times. Even motor vehicles exempt from duty
MUST display a tax disc at all times.
MOT
Cars and motorcycles MUST normally pass an MOT test three years from the date of the
first registration and every year after that. You MUST NOT drive a motor vehicle without an
MOT certificate when it should have one. Exceptionally, you may drive to a pre-arranged test
appointment or to a garage for repairs required for the test. Driving an unroadworthy motor vehicle
may invalidate your insurance.
Production of documents
You MUST be able to produce your driving licence and counterpart, a valid insurance certificate
and (if appropriate) a valid MOT certificate, when requested by a police officer. If you cannot do
this you may be asked to take them to a police station within seven days.
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